Interview SARAH MARSHALL August 1, 1985

««eWas on those lots where Webster's is now. That's where
the ice =rena was, when Sweeney was quite the guy. That was
the sports at that time. (Hockey)

They also had a bascball team, I don't re-ember who the
players were. ‘he ball diamond was on, its an empty lot now,
it used to be part of where my ancestors had their vegetable
garcen.

(Q) Where?

You know where vera Wale's is? Well, on that lot between

that and the school. The school is on part of the old ball
dizmond.

(Q) Were you born here?
Yes, in 1912.
(Q) In the hospital?
No, at home.
(Q) Were you told any stories about your birth?
They had midwives= then, I doubt that the e was anybody
at my birth. Except for my mother and father. As 2 matter of

fact thevwere the only ones in most of, all of their twelve
children.

(Q) Where werc you born?
At home, right insthe house thatburnt down. I don't think
it was that house then, I think there was another house the e
before.
(Q) Where?
Between Simon's house, my brythers house
(Q) Was that the 0ld house he had, the one that burnt down?
Yes, thel wes not too long a2go. That was practically the
only two storey house, you know, people h=d attics but not two
storey houses. You know it was one of the biggest houses then.

(Q) What year was that?

I was born? 1912.



(1) What was it like here when you were - little? Can you tell
us about some of the changes?

It was really very nice. I had a very happy life. There
wes a lot of us in the family and we had our frlends, that
would come and visit us. There was a few that we could visit
but not too many. We were brought up to be very strict,
because my grand’ather was the chief of the town. GCidam Guldoe
was his name. My father was also a chief and my uncles were
chiefs. So I wduld be...we would be what they called Indisn
princes and princessess. We had to behave, abrcolutely. And
sn Indian prince doesn't do this or princesses, or nothing.

(Q) You had to be very respectable?

You had to be very respectable end very kind. You give
allowances sort of. This was what we were brought up like,
give allowances to those who are lower.than yourself. We were
tops, so it was easy to give allowances. When I think of it
now, its really very comicel. That's how the Indian people
brought up theilr children.

(Q) Was it a very class society, like was there quite a few
different classes?

Actually when you think of it now, it wes a very class
society. But they were very strict with the bringing up of their
children.

Of course they became Christians. For sOme reason or
another they had the spiritual knowledge. Even before they
were cvhristians. So it was very easy for hhe Indian people
to adopt Christianity.

(Q) What type of housing was available?

The houvases like they *have now. You saw the house that
that was burnt down not too long ago, well the house we had
before was similar. It burnt down too. I think I was born
in the one that was there before. I'm not sure.

(Q) Did you ever leave Hazelton?
Only to go on trips.
(Q) You never left for a period of time?

No, never. I had no intention of leaving Hazelton.
(Q) Did you know Cateline?

Yes I know cateline.

"Tell us about Cateline."

He was...I believe he was part owner of the pack train.
My fether used to work for him, because my father owned horses.

() What was your rather's name?



Tommy Muldoe.
() pPid vou know William Muldoe?
Willie? My brother.
(Q) Did he ever work on the telegraph line?

On the pack train? The telegraph line. No, I don't
think so.

(I was looking at alot of stuff at the museum and Wil 'iam
Muldoe was mentioned in a lot ot the telegraph stuff.)

Excepting to heul, they heuled freight. This was one
of the things they did. They had, my father and brother had
horses, great big horses. WMy dad owned some of the horses
thatl were on the pack train. some other people did too, I
believe Jeff's dad, Jeff Wilson, I believe he had horses that
were used on the pack train too.

() What esbout vave Wiggins?
Yes, he was one of the workers on the pack train.
() Getting back to vateline, what was he like?

I remember him as a bearded, white beard, down to 1is
waist almost. And where he lived, he lived across the river
you know we used ot have a bridge across the Bulkley there.
He lived across there on the flats, there used to be quite a
settlement there. 'That's one of the places where the steamboat,
not the steamboat, the paddlewheel, used to stop. I believe
to pick up meat. It brought dried goods, you know, that goes
into the store, and other things like that. wruit of course,
oranges and what not. mut it did pick up meattithere.

(Q) And it would take that meat t0...7

To Prince Rupert or whereever it was going.
() To a butcher shop there probably?

Yes.
(Q) Did you ever see a pack trein?

Yes, l've seen lots of them. As I told you my father owned
horses on the psck train.

() What were they like, were they like just a big mass of
animals?

It was a bunch of reslly nice animals, they had to be
in good shape to be able to pack over those mountains. iy
father and his brother, Bill,they both worked on the pack trein.
vharlie o lirford worked on the pack train. Peter Harney, he
was Fete® Robinson, he changecd nis name.



(Q) Why did he change his naue?

I don't know. =ut he...he w=s married for one thing,
possibly he chasnged his name so he wouldn't have ot get a
divorce.

() Cen you remember any stories that your dad told you about
the péck train?

My dad never talked to me about the pack trains.

But I do know some hisorical stories, but they'd have to
be told as an anecdote. About the uprising, tie only war the
Indiand had with the White people.

It was told to me by Johnny Smith's mother-in-law, and )
Johnny himself and his wife Emma. They told me about the stories

of the uprising.

This was really quite the thing, how they gathered rocks,
the wonen gathered rocks, and so forth, that was their weapons.
To throw at the Pudson Bay thing I guess.

"Tell us about this story"

The cause of the uprising wes because the Hudson Bay
workers or manuger, took thisyoung feliow out, you know he was
only & child I guess. 4nd he kicked him out of the Hudson Bay.
His name was .John Muldoe, who happened to be a prince at that
time. His father was Gidem Guldoe, that was before my grand-
father was Gidem Guldoe. John Muldoe's father was the brother
to my grondfather. But they put him out of the store, well you
Just don't treat & prince like that. ®o this was the uprising.
Wellithere were other things that the white people had done
before, which was not very nice, I guess this was sort of built
up. So thal was the start of 'the uprising.

For days and days the women gathered rocks in their
aprons, and brought them to the men to throw, and so forth. So
that was why they called the troops.

(R) Who were the troops?

I know one person who came with the- troops, that was Mp.
Loring. He wes the first Indian agent up here. He started up
the D.I.A. then.

(Q) It wasn't called P.I.A. then was it?

Well the nabine Agency then but it wes the Department of
Indian Affairs, that was the beginning of it. But he was the
only one that 1 knew of, he haprened to be a young man who came
with the troops, to quell the uprising. That's why 1 say it
hes to be an anecdote cause 1 can't remember the years.

True but still....

(2) How long did it go on?

It went on for weeks 1 guess. put they left the troops



here, and that's where ir.Loring met his wife, who was Mrs.
Hankin, with eight children.

. ‘They used to live in one of my peoples place where the
Anglican church is now. It had a log house there then.

(7) Thet would have had to heve been before the Anglicen
vhurh wes built?

Before the aAnglican church wes built. That wss the log
house wh:re the Henkins lived. Anyways, 1 believe Mrs. Hankinm
did sell the ot to the Anglicen church. Ard so she had no
place to go, when her husband died, Mr. Hankin, so she had no
place to go with 211 her children.

Okay, my grandfather had a log hous¢, a small log house,
where they had a garden, up where the Indian vepartment house
is now. And so being a kind perscn, he took Mrs. Hankin and
her children end put them in this log cabin to &tay.

So, when the uprising ceme on, Mr. Loring met Mrs. Hankin
and fell in love with her. e came back and married her. bBut
instead of providing a place for Vrs. Hankin and 211 her
children, he moved in with them, up in the log house. Then
later on they surveyed the place and that's why there's
Indian reserve on the right side of tie house, and on the left
side of the house, they celled that crown land where the v.I.A.
house is.

But Mr. Loring simply used, made his office there, they
built an office there later, and a house for D.I.A. . But
that was where he had his office.

When the uprising cane, apparently he was not very pleased
about this. You see lrs. Hankin at that time, she knew the
Indians and she knew thev werc not bad. I guess when they
talked she told Mr. Loring what it was all about. They needed
soneone to help the Indisns, to take their part, and that is
what happened. He came and he was a very good Indian agent.

(Q) Did he eventually build that house with the patio on the
roof?

Yes, they built that house.

(Q) Do you know enything about the steamboats? When they
cane &nd whet they brought?

No, I can't really remember very much about the ste:-mboats.
But I do,because we were not aliowed to he where there is any
danger. But I know that they came and one of my ancestors had
a totem pole out there. This was in front of where the Anglicar
church is now they owned the first building there, the first
Hankins livecd in, and he had his totem pole there it had not
very much on 1t but just a pole simochean but they didn't have
very much' on it you know just a pole and this is what they
used to to tie up the steamboat, they tied it to the pole and
while_ they unloade? their stuff.



(Q) There w=s nothing on th:is pole so they figured it was
Just a pole€®

Well not very much but there was something on it but not
very much.

(Q) Qut in Kispiox they have a large number of poles with
absolutely nothing on them, whet's the idea behind that?

The idea behind the totem pole is that you have to have
a feast to have used any of the Yukws they call it, which
they usuélly have & lox nox with it.. You have to have a
feast for this before you even put it on your pole and if
you don't have very many feasts you don't have very many totem
poles. The reasons that alot of poles have a lot of yukws on
it is because there are more than one chief who raised that
pole, they can have maybe three or four people, chiefs, raise
one pole and this is why they have a lot of stuff on those
poles.

(Q) Well how come you get some with almost nothing on them?

Well I guess those people aren't very friendly, but I
know that you have to have a fesast to have used to Yukws on
your pole if you didn't have very many feasts, and your're
the onlywone that put up the pwle then you're the only one
thing on it, one yukws. So that's how this wes.. So that
how this was. Ayukws it's like a box, you know, like a
jack-in-the -box, this man jumps out.

(Q) Were vou active in any sports?
I was a member of the softball ‘eam when I wes young.
(Q) Hazelton ladies softball team?
- Yes.

(Q) bid you guys go on any trips? [o Smithers or anywhere?
Well, Jjust around the villages.

(Q) You never did any outtside travelling?

Not the way they do now, to vancouver or anything like
that. we'd just go to different villages when they had
sports days. May is usually the sports days, all of May
They'ld stert at kispiox;May 10th was ussally their sports
day, *itanmesaxwas the 15th of May,t.en kKitsegukla and Kitwanga
on the 24th of may(I want that on there cause they're claiming
our day) Always dominion daythey said, of course they changed
pominion days,was the 24th of May,but the goverment has since
changed it to tiie first of July.
The Hazelton day usally started on the 15th, 16th, 17th
it would usally tzke three days
So this spring we had a potlatch supper to make peace.
HBut the kitwanga people kept saying that dominion day was
theirs.



(2) Did you have 2 special name for your team?

The Girls we were called. I was a cathcher because no one else
wented the position, so I had to be the¢ brave one.

The reason why the team broke up though was becazuse we were
always...doing embroidery work to sell them to reise money for our
team. We Had quite alot of money, but we still had to chip in
every time we had to buy a new bat. We didntt have any gloves,
each player had to supply their own. And we felt, now that the
team had money, should supply the gloves. You know, at least the
first baseman's glove end the pitcher's glove, and 2 cathcer's glove.
I caught without any glove at all ccuse I coduldn't afford one.

The bats, we figured the team should provide bais. Instead of every-
one chipping in a1l the time. which was a hardship for some of

tlie girls.

sut our elders at the time didn't seereye-to-eye with this so,
one day they decided to, you know, kick one out of the team, you
know, sacrifice one toO save the rest. What happened, the rest of us
wouldn't play. We formed a team, we started tle Mapleleafs,
because they rebelled against the rigidness of their manager.

(D) Were there money tournaments? Or was it just & sports day?
Oh yes, wiien you went to tournaments you won money, iyes.
(Q) Whet kxind of prize money was there?

~ Cen't remember. It wasn't my interest, I didn't glve a hoot
I Just wanted to play ball. Not enough t0 pay for our expenses,
because we had to hire someone to take us to the tournsment.

That's why we always had to be holding bake sales or anything
to raise money. tut we did have quite a bit of meneyy

(Q) Rut that was their own money?
Well, the team money, yes.
(Q) No tousand dollar touranments eh?
No, but I think they probably had about an $800 first prize.
We had enough money that we could afiord to pay for those gloves and

bats ard so tforth. Instead of having the girls chipping in all the
time. wo that was how it was.

() Do you know anything about the telegraph line?

T knew Jim Hotter who worked on the telegraph line, 1 believe
sill mslackstock worked on the telegraph line. Those are the two
that 1 know, there were others there, because they had certain dif-
ferent cabins. 'They had to be serviced too, by the pack trains.



(Q) You couldn't reelly remember much about the telegraph line?
Well those vere the people that I know of znd thst's 2ll.
(2) You never hed any real involvement with the telegraph line?

No, of course not. My fether was one of the peonle that supp-
lied, they hauleéd their supplies out.

(2) What did the peonle do for work here?

There wes mining here at the beginning, the logging and therc
was no oil or enything like th:t, so it was & very good thing to
cut ancd supply wood for the people.

(Q) So they'd get a certain amount for = certain amount of wood?

they's sell by the cord, and you see the restaurants , and the
hotels, even the boat, I believe, hod to have wood to keep it going.
They'd pick up their supply on the way down the river. That was a
good lucrative business for anybody who had horses of course, to
haul the wood, that's how the people made tieir money.

A few of tie Ilndiesns tne had cattle because there was always
a need for = supnly of beef.

Like myv parents raised catile and pigs. They used to breed
pigs in the summer, then sell the pork when they're just the right
size. They supplied the restuerants, and the pole csmps. You see,
any where there was & group of people to eat, they'd suprly that.
That was my mother's project according to my father, the cows and
pigs were my mother*s. Whenewe had our chores to ¢o, my fahter o
would sry "Have you fed your mother's cows?" The horses were my
dad's and so my mother checked to see if we'd done our chores she'd
say "Have you fed your dad's horses yet?"

(n) Tow did the people get by when there was no work?

I'm sure I don't know. I know there were very few people who
ever took relief, from the Indlen Agent.

(R) Everybody usually had a Job?
They hed their own, yes.
(Q2) Jobs weren't really that hard to find if you looked?
No, anybody whose not lazy can certainly meke their way.
There was always the cannery, they go to the cannery's every summer.

Nobody that I know of seemed to be verv hard-up. Like I said, there
was very few, I can count them on my hand, whoever took relief.

(Q) Was it very much?

They didn*t'get very mich, it re=1lly wasn't worth it. T remember
the couple, the fatherchad t.b. and alot of children, $9.00 a month
that's what he got.



(Q) Did vou or anyone close to you go to war?

My brother was in the army, my nephews, the second war.
(n) Were they killed?

No, my husband was also in the army.

(n) What was it like here when the war broke out? What were the
attitudes of the people?

T know they didn't like it but tiere was nothing they could do.

(n) They Jjust kind of accepted it? Was there much ol an. influx or
an exodus to the wer? DUid the area change much during the war?

I don't think so. Not that I noticed. We had quite a number of
soldiers around, that was all there wes. Because they had.
Recause they had to guard the bridges, you know, the railroad bridges
You'd see them around Jjust briefly, in their uniforms.

Other-then that the Silver Cup mine and the Silver Standard
mine opened up. necause of the war. Of course therc w:s the people
that came in to man the mines. Not wery many local people wcre work-
ing then.

(2) So there wasn't a real change ffom when the war went on?
(Q) When you were young what did you do for excitement?

We had ~ur own gemes at home.
(R) What kind of gemes?

We had just, usually, questionnaire games, sort ol, I think
it was part of our education. Except that you made it a gsme. Much.:
more fun to teach, if you make it a geme.

(Q) What ebout adults what was their major type of entertainment?

they had the feasts then. There was a lot more to the feasts
more fun to them than they are now. Like they always had their
feasts in the winter time when everyone wasn't working. They put on
their feasts, you know, like the burial of this person or raising
of a pole.

First of all the Chief would go out and invite people. He'd
alwevs have his regalia. So they gosout and invite, this would
ttake days. That person or chief you were inviting, would put up
a show for you called Halite. That was an evening of fun.

(7)) Feast went on for weeks?

Oh yes, weeks. Then when they come back, the people who were
invited , would have the welcome feast.

T remember them having a welcome feast right below our house,
just on a big field. It was a moonlite night, the women always
prepare scarves, and they dance right infront of the cvhiefs and ¢
they put it on whoever they want. But it was fun.



I remember T was upstairs by the window, watching this going
on , it was @ moonlit night and there was a:show going on the

ground, 80 you could see everything going on. That was there
entertainment. Then the feasting, then the farewell afterwards.

So it took days sometimes weeks.
(Q) When was the last feast that you can remember 7

A big feast like that ? When Joshua Campbell put up their pole.
They put on an yukws, that had been given away already. But
someone had come and chopped them off the pole.

(Q) What kind of activities took place in the community hall ?

, The feast and Indian dances, weddings.

() what do you rdmember about about weddings 7

Usually the weddings were white, they marched on the streets
from the chuech to the house to the community hall. They marched

with abband, 2 real nice band too.
(Q) Can you remember any of the shiveree's ?

Mostly that was a white peoples custom. I remember, we wen:
ocut to out to the Kispiox Valley, that was the last one I can

remember. It was Jack Lee and Francis Love's.

We had a big truck load of people, this was at midnight or
whatever, we arrived there and banged on the door. They accepted
us so they were expecting us. It was fun, then we'd have a big

perty.
(Q) Did anyone ever go on honeymoans 7
Some did, some didn't.

(Q) Did you go on a honeymoon ?

No, we were married during the depression. We didn't really
suffer during the depression though.

(Q2) what was the depression like ?

To tell you the truth, I didn't notice. The only thing was
that I didn*t buy any clothes, because I got merried, then my
dad didn't buy @snymore clothes. I dare not ask my father for

anything.
(Q) Did you notice prices going up 7

Oh yes, the prices went up, we could get a dozen eggs for
ten cents. Imagine that.

(Q) As compared to before the depression 7

I didn't buy any groceries then, we simply went and charged
things up to my dad. I never really payed attention to prices.
But I really payed attention after I was married. That was when



I realized things cost money , cause we had to pay for it. At the
same time too, my husband were starting there business. So every
ligtle bit of money counted, it went in to buy the bu31ness.

So we would buy our eggs by the crate, put them in a water
glass, because the prices went up in the wimter time. It went
up as high as 25¢ a dozen. You could get them for 1O¢ a2 dozen.

(7)) what 2bout fresh food? during the winter.

Mostly lettuce and carrots. We planted those. You put them
in a root cellar. Any root vegetables we had, we were never
with out. Then of course we had our fruit. My mother made Jjars
of fruit by the hundreds.

(7) When did the noliceman first come to Hazelton?
I haven't the foggiest idea.
(Q) Can you remember any of the policemen's names?

I didn't have too much to do with them. I only heard names
of them when Simon Gunanoot murdered that Macintosh guy. There
were qulte & number of them around then. I was too young then.

(Q) You couldn't really tell what they were like ?

No.

(Q) What were the main businesses in town and who ran them %

There was the stores and the restaurants, Dick Sargent had
a store , Hudson Bay had a store, there was another store - a
general store. and therc was the Larkworthy Store. William Holland
had a store, Mary's father. Just down the corner by Dia Office.

(Q) Can you remember Adam's Drugstore ?

No, I can't remember that I was not allowed to co down town.
We were only allowed to go down to the Cunningham's store, It

was down by the Library.
(Q) what was the Chinese Community like ?

I wouldn't say there was alarge Chinese community. There was
no chinese women, They just came recently.The Chinese that had
a restaurent here, they went back to China to get married. Then they
came back here, but they never brought their wives,they were left

in China.
() Who was the first to have electrmcity 7

Dick Sargent. I don't remember what year that was, but he
was the first to have it.

(2) what was the powerhouse like 7

Tt - was down where the old laudry used to be, that was Dick
Sargent's too. Lee chong owned the laundry. The poye?houselwas gn
that lot down by the river. He supplied the electricity all over.



(2) pid he supply the whole town 7

People paid him for the electricity. Yes Jjust the town and the
peopie had to pay him. As a matter of fact, he did the water.

(Q) When did you first get electriecity from the old plant
up by the forestry 7

I can't remember dates.

(Q) Have people changed in the years <7

Yes. There's a lot more drinking going on now. People don't give

quality for the work théy do. They Jjust seem to be puting in time
for their pay cheques. They arn't proud of their work nowadys.

(Q) They were craftsmen ?

Yes, now they don't care about their work.

() Did churches inffluence people 7

I can't say that they do now. Oh they were strict yew, but

not as strict as they were then, Everthing has changed a little.

(Q) Do you rememberthe coming of the railroad ?

No. I was the first to rode in one though, of my family.
Thatwees in 1912, in my mother's arms.

(Q)Do you remember the Amalgamation of the Indaan school and
the Public school.

I was a very busy person during the Amalgamation. I'll tell
you why I was involved, during the war because there was no

school for the Indians.



