Tuesday July 23/85
Interview with Vi Smi ths
Side B

Conoes wecrex. com.on thing reople, there were a lot
of .eople living down here at the time they just went

back and forth in cinoes just trying to watch their houses
-nd 1 can remenmbdr houses from Kispiox used to go down

as far as the river, and watch the houses, we say oh there's
SO0 and so house she didn't recognize the houses going

down, in tzxct I suppose they roak somewhere down the line

as they went down here they were in tict.

MY GR.NDFALTEER SAID TEEY USED TO TIE THE FQUSES U2 WITH
ROPES, JUST TO0 LHULD THEM DOWN.?

StEystogether.

TFE.E l[U.T F.VE been quite z few then?

There were floods from Glenvowell and Kispiox th t was how

Kispiox thh © was how Kisplox st rted to move up on higher

ground, .l1L the houses were ..long the river, beciuse th.t's
the w.y habitation wis a long time ago. Peonle livad closer

together they st.rted to move up. Th.t's when tlere
wes a4 Big floods Then I think trhe other one w ¢ in 1940

IS TL.T HEN THAT BRIDGE?

it didn't come up 4s high but it was really, the river
was gwifter I guess, maybe the those things underneath
the base of the bridge , I guess when th.t bridge went
aut it just sort of felt you were cut off you imnow

Yes I think that's where it went but then the next flbodi

we 20t used it after awhile going around New Town siiy we didn'T
have tc go thet often not lize Gtoday.

There were times where we had to go like to catch the train

if you were going to go to Rupert you had to go t- New Town

instead of going =cross the old bridge.

SO WEEN DID H.GWILGET ST.RT TR.NS-ORTING? IT W..S MOR

A WALKING TR.IL?

£
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Oh yes, way before th.t, .8 far as I ¢ n remember Hagwilget was
always there but we #id come up with a date when We Were
doing rese=rchs,

As £r as I'm concerned it was ulways there and it was sort of
a summer, we used ©Go spend a lot of summer time, you know
just spend time up there because my dad h.d a fi1 hing hole on
the side of the river, on the Hagwilget side and my mother
spent a month there they had fish

Although we didn't stay with her. Somebody had to look after
the garden. We always had & gardens But we used to go uvn
there. She would spend a whole month there. Putting uo fish
for the winter. Smoking, They had a regular two big smoke houses
there. My dad would gaff fishs I think if I wemt un there I
could find his g+ffing hooks by his fishing hole, -



It Was, 1%'s not quite underne..th the bridge: It's sort of
haelf way bet@czen bridge and ‘oze the; do you know «hers the old
smoxe ~ouaes were? It's ju t on that 1litcle f1 t on the

e i o

Hagw 1lget side of .the Bulhley. I cn remember there was
totem poles there. But a perently the first Hagwilget village
was there. They came om Gitksan peowla Just let them stoy
here. «nd of course the DI. cume .nto power they just give
it to them, but there was « lot of neO)le that fished t[e e
Like Jessie Sterritt u.ed to go up there und fish cuuc e they
used the same hole us my dad becasa we Wwere the same fumlly.
~nd there was Peter Muldo® who is Arnie's grund arents I think
matollLl grndparents they lived down by the river here. They
fished uy there and Dan Skawill they fished on the other side
of the flat there, they had smoke hou es there. 4And then on
this side all I rememWer is the Frank Cl .rke's and the Mowatt's
you know Sophia Mowatt's fmilys. I don't know which side of
the family owned the fishing hole , but-they camped on this
sides. Not on the fisst level , the next one. It seemed to
me that their fishing was very hird to get too. because they
h+d to go down___droo Vhere «s ours really wasn't cuite th"t
bad

THERE W..5 .. RCO..D TH.T WENT THROUGH THE VILL.GE ..ND C.ME DOWN
TOWN ~ND & RO.D GOING UP SMITH HILL .ND A RO.D EALFWAY UP
SMITH HILL SO THIS BLOCK IS CUT OFF LIKE THAT? (.(‘ (WY

ActuulLy it was scary watching the flood, watching the river

t kept coming uv and comimg up a«nd flooding the ro :ds. t
N‘& really scary for the adults you know with the younger people
you know 1t was just o« lot of activity. I know now th.t the
older people vere afraid they were going to get flooded off
our land. Probably had to move u., like Kispiox did. Just
move farther back

WaAS IT HARDER LIVING WITHOUR ALL THESE CONVENIENUES IEN YQU
+«ERE SHM+LLER?

NO, see you because if you never h.ve it you don't miss it.

We d*dnt have it so we didn't miss it. It would be hurd. living
without it now becwuse we huve it., But wken I was younger
everybody was in the same. ¥ ter we pucked from the river

go out and pack wood and it kept a lot of t ke younger people
busy. Even if they didn't go out and huve what we would czll

a paying Jjob today. 4 lot of the nutive neople didn't work,
except for fishing and trapping but the ere vworking it
doesn't me.n they were idel. We Were never never idol aven
though we didn't have 'n outside job. We were just busy zll
the t‘me, there was the garden to put in, h.rvesting your
vegetubles and feuits Th t 211 hid be done ond St 1l
and do your h.rvesting, the berries the mountiins. e
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Were busy We didn't esn epl 1ly in tle summer time we .ers busy
nd yec 1= the s rltg time we hid a lot of fun beciuse we

had .li the spourts d RE ;_d they had beautiful sworts diuys in
those days. It wasn't just soccer and softkall th t's whit

it h.s boilied down now soccep .nd soffball. Bup they would
have fam .1y days. Where the whole family p rt101i‘te% in one
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orm or -nother. It was somthing we looHed forw.rd tow

e parade b seball playess, softb.ll nlayers the ric
e racers, they would par.da .ith the bnd. Behind
¢ bund we hid + re .l good bund. It was ju omekhing we
eally looked forwied to. We'd go out to Kis;g x sport
+~ad spend + whole d.uy, just t.ke our luncres
Wnen my child:ien were still smull we were -ti
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I remember we'd do it when we were young.
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SO TR.TwOULD BE LIKE .. SPECI.L D.Y?

Yeah it was It'was soilething we looked forw.rd to, you know
we'd t.1k about it for mnonths before it h.pnend, you know

I cin always remember ceuse that's .hen we £0% our briund ne®
rucning shoes for the year and new clotles in nticipatbdon for
sports day. It was speciil event and everybddy went. It
didn't matter the ones th .t hod the waigons and the ho-rses
they.w.nt out. Those tl. .t had velicles wo 1d go out. I know
of some people youncer yeople would e 11k to p.rticipite
It vwas one of my good memories. I haive | d memories of thut
it was lots of fun. Although .5 younger people we just
participated in d.y time activities. Th would hive their
Jances too. When I was 1lowed to 20, they ere enjoyinle
tlmes. They'resnot like th t drunken br wls thay h.ve today

T
There was drinking yes, but it was “ind of controlled hey.
UID TEE INDIAN GANMBLE?

I don't remember th.t but T remember my dad talking about
ite I remember he uied to tell us about 1t.

WAS IT H.RD TO LE.RN?

I don't think so, I would imugine native people re samblers
I'm c-gmbler ot heurt but I h.d to make a clioice som=vhere
You know i choose not to. But if you look at most Indi.n
people they gamb.e otherwise why is bingo =o sucescful in
this «rea hey. They're gan
if I allowed myself. . But i reached = stige where I set
priorities. For one thing I don't have the funds for bingo
I think I could easily get into it. No problem =t all,
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WE.T ELSE DID YOU DO -HERE DID YOU E.NG “ROUND? (WE USU.LLY

GO U¢ TOWN ..ND SIT ..ROU.TY TEERE MU.T OF BEZEN SOMEPIACE?

When we were alloved to g0 out. I must have been 16=-17 T
was still opretty well eontrolled at home. /e used to, 2all

-he young people used to come together on the hill here. JUst

up this next ledge here. I t just seemed to be a real grain
doWn on the road there. We just use to congregete trere and
and just maybe some of them wo 1d pliy g mes, you know until
it was time for us to 20 home. We were alvays under time
linits. We h.ve %o be home at 10:00 at a certi.in ge when we
younger.s It was no problem with us cause there was a path

up here th..t was reuwlly well used you know everybody used it
it'S not used th.t much anymore but we u-ed to run down the

Ve w ome in a up i i g
T oHE YERACPORET SaRguake et HRUTER Pufolts the, sane

blzrs at heart, “nd I could be too
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you know. Smoking cigarettes I guess wis the worse thi

. = 3 = e <17 o s e e PSS - . ~
dide nd later on we go into drinking too.
| s+ - o y 1~ 2 A o ~ 4y A A - 1 . 3 F ~ 1T
likes .. 1t WwBs sonething you tried because 1f you W
. - —— Mhoxr o i Alro *
be one of the crowd you .now. They say chicken
3 i o+ - At 3y Aavtan+ 4 Tvra ire 1= aw
Jr1 e YOou ent along to a certaln extent. You zZlways Xnew
2 2 1 ran o . I T oaren -
there s limits, th t your narents would only =llow you to
+ . 1 . = 4 = . = 1 e
' a idn't daran
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The first game that I remember that my older sister that

was the same age as Mr. Wale and Maggie Smart, Sara Marshall
and then there was ranny. They used to have home made black
bonkers. They would play it similar to volleyball, Iguess
except you had a small ball. But they used the palm of

the hand, where they'd hit it. They called it ta a(clap hand
together) That was what they called the game. I guess you
can compare it wlth tennis. As longas it was ~oing they would
say the ball was asleép, they would say. Do you speak the
language? As long as the ball was goingdback and forth and

not hitting the ground they would say the ball was asleep.

And I'm not too sure what the point of the game was. I

guess when they missed it they lost & point or something. Bat
I can remember watching the oldest girls play. This was

a native game. And then they used play a game they called
I'm not to syre what they c211 it now. They used tocall

it pussy. I really forgot how to do those. Oh welplayed
silly gemes, you know, just anything that, hide and seek.

Even when we were older we played it. And then we played

this ball pame we called 0ld Tom Actually it was a real

big thing because when Sargents. Before that store was

built, Sargents store was at the back. It was about where
close to where the bank is now, this side sort of in between
That was where I remember a big opening. There was a hitching
post there I guess from by gone days where they would hitch
their horses. Anyway it just a great bigsquare yard or place
And I remember the men usedcto play there. And it was both
natives and whites there was no, they got alonghell together
And every night there as this game on 0ld Tom. No matter
what time of the evening you went there it was a game going
on, and it just went on continuously. Maybe someone would

go home and someone else would take their place. It was a
favourite game of the...well not just the kids, it was

played by the young men(like now too) It wasrn't a game where
you played a certain amount of innings, it could go on and

on forever and change your players. The whole point was not do

get hit when running that's the part of the game. And they
would pitch they had a reggular horseshoe thing there up 1n

sargent's field.
THAT'S WHERE THEY USED TO PITCH HORSESHOE?

Sargent's they were very community minded people. He built
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the skating rink here on his own cause he had a water plant

hey, thepower plant was here. That was before, you see

hydro came into the area . And he built a skating rink

for the town. There were masquerades, where everybody wore

costumes on skates. This is where the Happy Six would play

They had an orchestra. They would have moccassins dances.

But they were very community, they did a lot of things

for the community. I can remember when Mickey and them were

young then and they wanted to skate after they built sométhing

on that. Thekchool said we can use some of the groinds so

Mlckey and them built it up, therink there. And it was young

pill the Sargent that's here now, supplied them with the

boards. They built their own rink. They supplied their

own fun. They didn't wait for no organized sports at the time
except maybe baseball for the men. The kids themselves

if they wanted to do anything they dad to meke it hai pen.

They were good at it. ‘They had a few leadcrs like Mickey

and roger. And they could only start when it was celnld

start when it was cold because I remember when we were close

by Jeanie and them used to make hot soap for the boye in the

middle of thenight cause that wgs the only time they could

flood the rink. They spent more time flooding the rink

and scraping the snow off than playing hockey. put it was

worth it for them to have that odd geame. Same way with baseball
they had to organlze themselves. That was in my peoples,

my childrens time, sports wasn't really organlzed like it is

today. I somehow think it was better for the kids. They have

more inintiative to go out and do things. Now they seem

to wait flor adults to organize for them, minor 1eagae. I'm

still not too sure if that' S...maybe...they don't give the

young people to do. wvon't let them participate in the

preparation is important. Making it work and thats what my

children were still a part of that. I think it builds your

it helps to build yaur character and make you realize what

was going on.

WHAT DID YOU EAT WHEN YOU WERE Y UNGER? WHAT WAS IN THE
DID YOU HAVE A FRIDGE?

No we didn't have a fridge. I got my first fridge even 5-6
years after I was married. Some of the people had ice
boxes. Sargent's always had an ice house they needed it to
keep things cool at the store. They didn't sell fresh milk
at the store. It was delivered to your house from farmers.
But they deeded ice for other things. In the summer time
we can go there we didn't even have to buy it you know
Part of the job when Marshall prothers was running was to
go out to the leke and cut ice. They would store them in
sawdust, you know for the summer time. You could go there
and get ice in the summer time ifyou want. They didn't
se2l it if you happened to be on good terms with the sdore
keeper you got ice. After as eating it's wery much like today
except we didn't have the junk food. That was theonly
difference. We had our own Indian food.

HOMEMADE B READ?
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Oh yes, therewss no they didn't sell bakery bread. In
fact the B.C. soldbread and it was a luxury for us to go,
they so0ld good bread. Everyone @nce in awhile if mom
ran short and we had company, she'd send us up, we were able
to buy bread for; I can remember paying a, I can remember
giving me a quart and I got two loaves of bread at the B.C.
here. Otherwise she had her own bread, she made her own
bread. No you have the things we have today balogna. e
didn't have the frozen food. You know, we didn‘'t know
what it was like to have frozen food. Very much like today
sut I know one thing I don't think as children we everhad
store jam. It was there in the store but we didn't need to
buy it because mother did up all her own. She had a cellar
that must have bren the size of this kitchen maybe not quite
this big, but two sides of it dad had built shelves for her.
‘fe could go down there andsee all these preserves. And on
onr side dad built bins. One bin wss for potatoes one bin
was for carrots, turnips whatever. You know that they got
from their own garden and all the people gardened. As a
child I remember thet, =211 up along the hill they had huge
gardens. Not just potatoes an carrots which a lot of people
thet was the ones; especially the ones that went down the
coast; thatwas all they put in was potatoes and carrots,
because they weren't home to care for them. But thepeople
that staycd, I can rem@mber the Clarks up on the hill thats
above us. They had e strawbcrry patch that the road was
so long that: I can remember we used to go up and it was
harvesting time go and help them,they were quite elderly.
I don't know why she had such a huge strawberry patch. You
know we'd go and help them Pick. Mother always had her own
strawbeeries. But because our way of life was helping each
other and its still wuite covenant in our time was to go
and help other peoplez especially elderlys. We were always
thought to go and visit an elderly péerson, see she needs or
if he needs water or wood cut. That was Jjust someihing we
did because our paremts asked us to do it. We didn't expect
any compensation for it. Once in awhile the elders would
buy us a gift. Or at a feast you know they would returm
something. but not always it was just something that we
were taught to help each other. I remember picking these
blasted strawberries, they were a back breaking job picking
them 2l1 day and oh she had a huge patch. I used to resent
my mothers big garden because it was such; you knowwhgn you
were young you wanted to go out and play. Here you had to
go weed the garden hill up the potatoes or harvest th em in
in the fall. put we did it because everybody e€lse did. There
were not idol youngsters in my day. Yet we had times for fun
too. The chufich was a central part ofour lives went we were
kids. The school was there. 6 Any organized social event was
organized by our church, the&ame way with the Sclvation
Army we intermingled you know. We mix, if they had something
special we'd go there, if we had something special they would
come. But the church organized happening for the children.
They taupht the different holidays that they had. So it
was very central when I was going up thekhurch It was a big

influence and I think it was a good influence. They influenced



-7

me a lot, but I think most of that came from my parents too,
they were willing ot make chaices. We don't make choices,
we sort ofdrift along. We didn't do that we were taught
to make choices. Do we do this cause it's good or do we do
this cause it's bad and you nake a choice. I feel sad that
I think we've lost something. There are still a few young
people who have it and I think they're influenced by their
paeentas That's the sad think that I see, thatwas better in

my day-
ARE THERE ANY OTHER EVENTS THAT CREATED SOME EXCITEMENT?

Oh yes wedding, were very special, especially if you were
apart ofit. The only difference is they zoom around in
cars now. If there was a wedding they would walk or even
funerals they would walk too. They didn't have any cars
and there was always a band in attendance. So a weddinmg
was a special day. I can remember when Jow Smith and

¥ary Smith got married. I was one of the bridesm2id. We

o arafled behind the bend from the church to the hall which
was above our church. One of thethings I remember whcih
was qu1te different thenws when there was wa wedding it
wasn't just thefamily that got involved it was the whole
village, all the women. My mother had a big table we used
in thehouse about 8 tables to go with it. It was a round
table. But you know that they would pack those up to the
hell. <Can you imagine us doing it today. Several of the
families had wagons and whey would just go around andmake
their rounds. Mother always had a box, the table set 12,
the cutlery, thetable cloth, she always had it ready, When
it was time for one of these events we would Jjust pick it
up, they were dishes we d dn't use everyday at the house.
Unless she was having a big do at the house. It was always
ready and each onethat went that reception and banquet whatever
it was she provided dishes for her table. She served the
guests that sat at her tale. Gitanmaax hall would probably
contain 300 people. They didn't have tables afterawhile
they had chairs of course. But in thdbeglnnlng when they
built thethall my mom wes wery active in raising; there was
no grants then people raised the money.



